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Former NYC Mayor Ed Koch is out with an early (6:30 a.m.) statement in reaction to the passage by both houses of the LATFOR Senate and Assembly lines, a constitutional amendment to overhaul the line-drawing process 10 years from now and an accompanying statute to serve as a safety net if the amendment fails to pass a second time. 

In short, Koch, who has been pushing for an independent redistricting commission since the 2010 elections and saw most lawmakers sign his three-pronged reform pledge in support of that concept, pronounced himself “disappointed that the governor compromised” with the Legislature on redistricting to get other policy priorities – namely pension reform. 

(As it turns out, all of Cuomo’s wheeling and dealing might have been for naught, since the Assembly, which pulled an all-nighter at the Capitol is currently about ten votes shy of the 76 it needs to pass Tier VI). 

The lines, amendment and statute all passed either in the dead of night or wee hours of the morning (the Senate went first, as it typically does, and all the Democrats walked out in protest) with accompanying messages of necessity from Cuomo. That enabled lawmakers to circumvent the three-day aging process usually required for bills. 

Lawmakers are hoping Cuomo signs the redistricting bills into law prior to the 11 a.m. hearing in Federal Court in Brooklyn at which LATFOR attorneys are scheduled to appear to give an update on their progress. Theoretically, that would prevent the court from taking over the legislative redistricting process, as it has for the House lines. 

But if Tier VI fails in the Assembly, will Cuomo sign? Because the bargain, as I understand it, was everything gets done as one big ugly. And the pension piece was his priority, while the lines were the Legislature’s main concern. 

Anyway, as we’re waiting for Assembly majority counsel Jim Yates to whip those final votes, here’s Koch’s statement:

< blockuote>“I do not support the compromised agreement reached between the Governor and the Legislature concerning redistricting. ”

“While the Governor worked hard to produce a better outcome, and while there are glimmers of hope for reform in the future, this puts off reform for a decade and forces the voters to endure ten more years of the undemocratic way the Legislature’s district lines are drawn. I am disappointed that the Governor compromised.”

“”A veto of the lines as now drawn, and the involvement of the courts to draw fair and non-partisan boundaries, would have been a better good government outcome.”

“It would have been heralded not only across our state, but across the country, that legislative districts must be determined by independent experts and not by self-serving legislators.”
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